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religion has for its object only to furnish in its turn,
and at its expense, another pair of beneficent wings
to raise man above his pitiable and miserable
condition.

The doctrine, the pedagogy, and the morality of
happiness are ready to furnish a common basis
for all religions and all sincere and disinterested
aspirations.

Within their bosom all the flagrant or hidden con-
tradictions which appear to separate them are found
to be levelled. The aspiration to that lofty happiness
which, being of altruistic essence, alone is deep and
lasting, realises for that very reason the love for our
neighbour that constitutes the indispensable and in-
evitable ideal of all the religions and of all the social
and laical doctrines worthy of this name.

Modern incredulity, as well as modern atheism, is
distinguished from those of the past. The most
positive rationalists now admit the existence of
spiritual needs and eternal aspirations toward the
infinite. The most convinced among them have
undergone the fate of Faust, of all the Fausts whom
humanity sheltered during the ages. They have dis-
covered the need of their souls to turn, at some given
moment, toward the mysteries, toward the noumena
that lies hidden beneath each phenomenon.

Below their reason, they perceive this whole vivify-
ing layer of the sub-conscience which feeds and
maintains the inner life to its fathomless depths,
whence come. to us the most spontaneous of our
intuitions and of our creations.

Absorbed by anxieties or by our daily troubles, we
forget its existence. But, having returned within
ourselves, we gaze, troubled or marvelling, at this